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Our Creed
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States Government.”
Lost Boats in June
Pre- World War II

20 June 1941

USS O-9

SS 70



 34 Men Lost
World War II

19 June, 1942

USS S-27

SS 132
The Crew Was Rescued

    June,   1943

USS Runner
SS 275
All Hands Lost – 78 Men

12 June, 1943

USS R-12

SS  89

Lost 42 Men, 3 Survivors

01 June, 1944

USS Herring
SS 233
All Hands Lost – 84 Men

14 June, 1944

USS Golet

SS 361
All Hands Lost – 84 Men

18 June, 1945

USS Bonefish
SS 223
All Hands Lost – 85 Men

Sailors, Rest Your Oar!
Commander’s Column

June 2007
Shipmates,

The May meeting attendance was down a little with only 13 members attending. May seems to have been a busy month for everyone. 

The Grenadier Chapter of WW II Sub Vets held their Memorial Service at the Naval Park. With the threat of rain the service was held on the fan tail of the USS Little Rock.

This year a men’s choir sang the Navy Hymn, the Service Anthems and several other songs. The choir was a great addition to the memorial service. I want to thank Neil Bellenger and Larry Fuchs for their services as Color Guards. I also want to thank the other Base members that stood ready to assist our comrades from Grenadier Chapter.

The Dallas Base Convention Committee has asked for an approximate head count from each base as to how many people might be attending the 2008 National Convention. This is just to help them with the planning for the convention. Please contact me if you plan to attend the 2008 National convention and also include a guest count. I will pass the number on to The Dallas Group. Please let me know by 15 June. 

Here is a recent ZAP NOTE; USS Minneapolis-St. Paul (SSN 708) to be Deactivated 22

June 2007 at 1000 at Pier 3, NAVSTA Norfolk. Commander, Submarine Squadron Six, Commodore Kriete, has asked that USSVI spread the word. Per the Commodore, all former crewmembers are invited and a written invitation is NOT required to attend the ceremony. Hampton Roads Base Senior Vice Commander Dick Helm is coordinating the delivery to the submarine, memorial commemoration material from the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul for the recent loss of their COB and another crewman in the recent accident off the British Isles.

Jim Irwin has been elected as the District Commander for USSVI Eastern Region District Five Commander for the 2007 - 2008 term. 

I have a prior commitment for the June meeting. Vice Commander Donn Schubert will be running the meeting, so please support him as you have me. Have your reports ready to go. Don’t forget there is a get together at Donn’s house after the meeting. If you haven’t all ready contacted Donn about attending please do so now!

Fair winds,

John

The next meeting of U.S.S.V.I. Buffalo Base will be held on:

09 June: - 1000 hrs - regular Base meeting in the Admirals quarters aboard the USS Little Rock in the Naval Park in Buffalo.

The 2007 Meeting schedule for USSVI Buffalo Base.

This is the meeting schedule and calendar of important events for the remainder of 2007.
Keep these dates open and come on out to a meeting in your area. Meet your fellow Submariners and share a Sea Story or two with us. We’re all looking forward to sharing a Grog with you. Plan to go to the Anchor Bar for lunch after the meetings in Buffalo and to a variety of places following the meeting in Henrietta.

July:
14 July: - 1000 hrs - regular Base meeting at 
the Ely-Fagan American Legion Post in 
Henrietta.

August:
05 August: – Annual combined WWII 
SubVets and USSVI picnic at the 
Commissioners cabin in Chestnut Ridge 
Park in Erie County. (Details later.) No 
Base meeting in August.

September:
08 September: - 1000 hrs - regular Base 
meeting at the Ely-Fagan American 
Legion Post in Henrietta

15 to 22 September is the National 
Convention.

October:
13 October: - 1000 hrs - regular Base meeting. 
in the Admirals quarters aboard the 
USS Little Rock in the Naval Park in 
Buffalo. This is also the US Navy 
Birthday.

November:
10 November :- 1000 hrs - regular Base 
meeting at the Ely-Fagan American 
Legion Post in Henrietta. This is also 
the Marine Corps Birthday.
11 November is Veterans Day.
December:
08 December: - 1000 hrs - regular Base 
meeting in the Admirals quarters aboard 
the USS Little Rock in the Naval Park 
in Buffalo. This is the last meeting until 
March.

Buffalo Base News.
Shipmate Hank Colling has asked if any other Buffalo Base members, especially Croaker sailors, will be on the cruise. He suggested that you might get together on the cruise. Anyone interested in meeting other Base members at this years convention may contact me at canisx4@verizon.net or canisx3@msn.com and I will forward your email addresses to each other so you can make your own plans with each other.
I have yet to hear from anyone going to the convention. Please contact me as soon as possible so I can pass that information on to Hank!

********************************
2007 NATIONAL CONVENTION

********************************
September 15th to September 22nd
Itinerary (Tentative)

There are still 121 cabins left as of May 5th.

Saturday, Sep 15 
Sail-away at 1600

Lifeboat drill, 1630

Dinner at 1800 first seating and 2000, 2nd seating

Shows with welcome from Bremerton Base, 2000, first seating dinner and 2200, 2nd seating dinner

Hospitality rooms open until 2200

START $2.00 BEER

Sunday, Sep 16
BOD and Charitable Foundation meeting 0900-1200 Erasmus Library

Base Officers Breakout Meetings?

Nautilus Reunion Luncheon-Lido Restaurant 1200

S0egundo Reunion Luncheon-Lido Restaurant 1200

"Beneath the Surface- Building Submarines in the Pacific Northwest during the early 1900’s”. 1300-1430 Vista Lounge

   Author Bill Lightfoot's presentation about subject matter in his book "Beneath the Surface"

ISA-USA open house-Crow’s Nest 1430-1600

Captain's Welcome party, 1700-1800 for first seating dinner

   1900-2000 for second seating dinner

Hospitality rooms open 1000-2200

Monday, Sep 17
Holland Club breakfast, 0730-0930, Vista Dining Room, lower level

Liberty in Juneau 1100-2130

Hospitality rooms open 1000-2200

Tuesday, Sep 18
Base Commanders breakfast, 0730-0930, Vista Dining Room, lower level

Tolling of the Boats 0930-1000

Hubbard Glacier viewing 1100-1600

Bremerton Base hosted beer bash 1400-? (all 4 hospitality rooms)

Hospitality rooms open 1000-2200

Wednesday, Sep 19
Liberty in Sitka, 0700-1800

Remora Reunion Dinner 2000-2200 location TBD

Hospitality rooms open 1000-2200

Thursday, Sep 20
Liberty in Ketchikan, 0700-1300

Ladies High Tea and Subvette's meeting 1400-1600 Vista Dining Room lower level

Burial at Sea 1700-1730

Hospitality rooms open 1000-2200

Friday, Sep 21
Annual Business meeting 0930-1130 Vista Lounge

“Diesel Boats Forever” Tribute and Luncheon 1130 Vista lounge for presentation

moving to lower lever Vista Dining Room for luncheon 

BOD meeting 1300-1400 Erasmus Library

Cocktail Party with Speaker and Awards 1600-1800 Vista Lounge (Speaker Bill Reeder Bio)

Hospitality rooms open 1000-2200

Saturday, Sep 22
Seattle, 0700, Disembark

Submarine News From Around the Fleet:

Japanese midget submarine damaged, but intact 

The Australian   May 21, 2007 

THE wreckage of a Japanese midget submarine lost off Sydney during World War II is largely intact but showing signs of damage from fishing nets, navy divers discovered today. Federal Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull, who observed the dive from aboard a Royal Australian Navy ship five kilometres off Bungan Head on Sydney's northern beaches today, said the vessel's discovery last year solved one of Australia's most baffling maritime mysteries. 

Mr Turnbull said the submarine, M24, most likely still contained the remains of its crew, Sub-Lieutenant Katsuhisa Ban and Petty Officer Memoru Ashibe. 

He said the divers' footage of the wreck showed the submarine sitting upright and largely intact on the ocean floor but with damage to the exterior from commercial trawling operations over the past 65 years. 

“The inspection, which was conducted by Navy Clearance Diving Team One, will allow archaeologists to analyze the physical and chemical condition of the hull and associated relics, assess any possible battle damage and the status of the undetonated scuttling charges and provide further clues as to whether the remains of the submariners are still aboard,” he said in a statement. 

M24 was one of three Japanese midget submarines which penetrated Sydney Harbour on the evening of May 31, 1942. 

M24 fired two torpedoes at the cruiser USS Chicago but missed. 

However, one torpedo sank the depot ship HMAS Kuttabul, killing 19 Australian and two British ratings asleep inside. 

Both of the other submarines were sunk in the harbour and their crews killed. A composite of the two vessels now enjoys pride of place in the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. 

M24 managed to escape the harbour but never made a rendezvous with parent submarines. 

It was found last year by amateur divers. 

Mr Turnbull said the government had sought to protect the wreck, declaring a protected zone to ensure it remained undisturbed. 

He said the navy divers had collected some sand from the seabed near M24 to be presented to relatives of the two submariners later this year. 

“We are committed to ensuring this internationally significant wreck is protected and treated with honour and respect,” he said. 

“The survey work being undertaken today is part of our ongoing management planning.” 

Virginia interested in building ballistic missile submarines

Associated Press  June 4, 2007

NEWPORT NEWS , Va. -- Northrop Grumman's Newport News shipyard, which has been building submarines that carry conventional torpedoes and cruise missiles, wants to get involved with designing and perhaps building ballistic missile submarines.

Over the past decade, the shipyard has partnered with General Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton, Conn., on Virginia-class attack submarines.

But Electric Boat alone has built the Navy's entire current batch of ballistic missile subs.

The 14 Ohio-class ballistic missile subs each carry 24 Trident nuclear missiles. Each missile, made by Lockheed Martin, has 280 times the explosive power of the atomic bomb the United States dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, in 1945, killing more than 80,000 people.

The first sub of the Ohio class won't retire until 2029, but the design of a new class is scheduled to begin in 2014 and could begin even sooner.

The Navy already has begun early engineering and cost-cutting efforts on the new sub class, and both Electric Boat and Newport News have been taking part in those efforts.

"We are involved in these studies, which helps us prepare for the new design work, which we plan to participate in," Newport News shipyard spokeswoman Jennifer Dellapenta said in a statement.

Although starting construction on the first of the new class is as many as 15 years away, the Newport News yard also signaled interest in that aspect.

"While it's a little early to speculate on the specifics of construction, submarine construction has always been a mainstay of the products delivered at Newport News," Dellapenta said. "We are always interested in maintaining this skill base and delivering submarines to the Navy."

Both shipyards have deemed the teaming program on the Virginia subs a success, but Electric Boat's president, John Casey, said in a statement that it would be premature to discuss a similar arrangement for the new ballistic class.

"We're working on preliminary concepts for the next-generation submarine with Newport News, but it would be premature to discuss any acquisition strategy at this point because it's not even a formal Navy program," he said.

Odette reunites with other submariners

By DONN WILLIAMS 

EagleHerald staff writer 

MENOMINEE TOWNSHIP -- Petty Officer Allen Odette sailed his last mission on board the submarine USS Growler in 1964. During the four decades that followed the only visible reminder he kept of his service in the Navy as a nuclear missile control technician during the Cold War was a picture of the sub in his office at Emerson Electric in Menominee. Now retired, Odette is spending time reuniting with the men he served with on the Growler and meeting other submariners, with a special fondness for those who served in the "silent service" during World War II. "I like to travel," Odette said. "Next year there will be a reunion for men who served on the USS Growler in Bremerton, Wash. I'll go to that for sure." Odette figured the Growler had met the same fate other diesel-electric submarines of its era did, after they were replaced by nuclear powered subs in the 1960s. The Navy used them as targets. 

Two years ago Odette's son Robert, who is serving in the Navy on board the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson home ported in Norfolk, Va., discovered the Growler had avoided being sunk to the bottom of the sea. The sub had become one of the features along with the aircraft carrier USS Intrepid and British airliner Concord at the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum on Pier 86 in New York City. The Growler, commissioned in 1958 was decommissioned only six years later in 1964, soon after Odette sailed on its last mission. It was put in mothballs at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, Wash. Years later museum founder Zachary Fisher petitioned Congress to allow him to save the Grower. Congress approved and the sub was towed from Bremerton, through the Panama Canal, to New York City in 1988. 

Last September, Odette finally got his chance to step back on board the Growler. He was one of 11 former crew members invited to New York to give weekend tours of the vessel. "That was the first time I had seen the ship or any of those guys in 43 years," Odette recalled. "It was really heart wrenching for me." 

The weekend was special because Pier 86 was scheduled to be closed soon afterward for a two-year rebuilding project. The Growler was going to spend that time at a shipyard in Bayonne, N.J., being refurbished. Except for the secret equipment that had been removed, Odette found the Growler very much the same as the day he left it. He had served on board the sub during five of her eight patrols in the Pacific in the early 1960s during the Cold War. The Grower's mission was to serve as a deterrent against nuclear attack by patrolling off Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula near the Arctic Circle, where a large Russian naval base was located. The winter patrols were especially grueling. "I can recall some terrible seas," Odette said. "We were submerged 300 feet down and still taking 45 degree rolls. Today it still blows my mind that it could be that bad." The Growler, like other submarines in its class, carried four Regulus II cruise missiles, each equipped with a nuclear warhead. A pair of missiles were stored in two separate hangers on board the sub. To fire the missiles, the sub would first have to surface. Missile technicians then rolled each missile out of their hanger into launch position. Following their launch, Odette would take over. "The missile was radar guided," he said. "It was my job to get it to the target." Because the sub had to surface to shoot its missiles, Odette called the patrols a virtual suicide mission. The enemy could have easily located the sub after the missiles were launched and retaliated. Today's subs are less vulnerable. They launch their missiles from under water and internal guidance systems direct them to their targets. Since visiting the Growler, Odette has dedicated himself to learn more about the experiences of other submariners. 
In April he attended a convention of sub vets in Las Vegas. "It was amazing the stories they told of the things they did during World War II," Odette said. "They lost 52 submarines during the war, which was about one-quarter of the submarines the Navy had at the time." Today there are only 1,090 World War II submarine veterans still living. "I'd like to meet as many of them as I can," Odette said. Last week, during the Memorial Day weekend, Odette attended the Navy's memorial service in Norfolk, Va., for those who where lost at sea while serving onboard submarines during World War II. There was a roll call of the names of the submarines that were lost, and each time a name was called, a bell tolled. 

Growler was one of the names read. The current USS Growler is the namesake of a World War II submarine. It was on board that sub that mortally wounded Lt. Comdr. Howard Gilmore ordered the ship to dive while under enemy attack, knowing that he would be left on the bridge. Gilmore was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his heroism. Odette also took part with other Growler crew members in a ceremony that inducted the vessel into the Navy's Submarine Hall of Fame. 

Now Odette is looking forward to the Growler reunion in Bremerton next year. "Every time one of these submarine reunions come up, I'll do my best to go to them as long as I'm healthy," he said. "I'd hate to see the sub service forgotten. It was an important part of our success in World War II and continues to be a deterrent to war." 
U.S.Submarine Veterans WWII 

Niagara Frontier GRENADIER Chapter
Events Calendar for 2006
June 19: - Monthly Meeting at the Brounshidle Post at 1:30 pm.

July: - No meeting this month.

August 5: - Annual picnic at Chestnut Ridge Park beginning at 1:00 pm. Bring a dish to pass. Coordinate the selection with Alice Moorehouse to minimize duplicates. Telephone 716 877-4890.

September 18: - Monthly Meeting at the Brounshidle Post at 1:30 pm. This is the Ladies meeting with us so bring the wife or friend for wings and pizza to be served at about 2:15 pm.

October: - No meeting this month.

November 20: - Monthly Meeting at the Brounshidle Post at 1:30 pm.

December 8: - Annual Christmas Party at Morgans Rest on Delaware Avenue, Kenmore NY with cocktails at 12:30 pm and lunch at 1:15 pm. Bring a gift to exchange if desired and mark it if it is for male or female. The menu selections will be determined later this year as well as the price and method of payment.
ARE YOU REGULAR NAVY?,

Willy and me were lollygagging by the scuttlebutt after being aloft to boy-butter up the antennas and were just perched on a bollard eyeballing a couple of bilge rats and flangeheads using crescent hammers to pack monkey shit around a fitting on a handybilly.

All of a sudden the dicksmith started hard-assing one of the deck apes for lifting his pogey bait. The pecker-checker was a sewer pipe sailor and the deckape was a gator. Maybe being black shoes on a bird farm surrounded by a gaggle of cans didn't set right with either of those gobs.

The deck ape ran through the nearest hatch and dogged it tight because he knew the penis machinist was going to lay below, catch him between decks and punch him in the snot locker. He'd probably wind up on the binnacle list but Doc would find a way to gundeck the paper or give it the deep six to keep himself above board.

We heard the skivvywaver announce over the bitch box that the breadburners had creamed foreskins on toast and SOS ready on the mess decks, so we cut and run to avoid the clusterfuck when the twidgets and cannon cockers knew chow was on.

We were balls to the wall for the barn and everyone was preparing to hit the beach as soon as we doubled-up and threw the brow over. I had a ditty bag full of fufu juice that I was gonna spread on thick for the bar hogs with those sweet bosnias. Sure beats the hell out of brown bagging. Might even hit the Acey-Deucy club and try to hook up with a WESTPAC widow. They were always leaving snail trails on the dance floor on amateur night.

If you understand this, you're regular Navy.

USS Croaker News:

This month we conclude our series of articles about the USS Croaker SS/SSK 246. 

A special thanks to Neil Bellenger for his invaluable contribution to this series of articles. I couldn’t have done it without him. Mainly because he did all the work. I just pasted it into the newsletter.

Thanks Neil.
The last compartment on Croaker is the after torpedo room. Located here are tubes 7, 8, 9, and 10. Although frequently thought of as defensive armament, to be used while leaving the scene of an attack on enemy ships, the stern tubes were more often used offensively. They provided four additional shots without having to reload. 

A bold tactic during world war II was to enter a convoy undetected, input target bearing information to the torpedoes in the forward tubes, fire a spread from those tubes, rotate the boat and also fire a spread from the stern tubes at targets inputted in another direction. The result would be maximum damage in a short period of time and create a great deal of confusion on the surface, allowing an opportunity to escape undetected. A supreme amount of training and discipline was required for a crew to coordinate and successfully execute such an attack. 

Ordnance pamphlet 1085, of June 1944, "21 inch Submerged Torpedo Tubes" describes the stern tubes as 276 inches overall length, not including the doors. This is 24 inches longer than the bow tubes. The reason is that the distance from the aft bulkhead through the stern freeflooding area to the muzzle doors is longer than the similar distance from the forward bulkhead in the forward room to the bow. The appearance of the stern tube breech doors is noticeable different from the bow tubes. The doors are not polished but have a matte finish resembling that of a rough casting. 

Of significant interest is the description that the muzzle doors of the stern tubes on SS 243, 246, and 252 were designed for manual operation only. This describes USS Bream, USS Croaker, and USS Gabilan. All of these boats were constructed by Electric Boat in Groton. Why these three boats were built this way is unknown to me. This would indicate an interesting difference in construction between Croaker and her sister ship USS Cavalla, which appeared to have power operated stern tube muzzle doors as original construction. 

The after torpedo room also contains the hydraulic rams for the rudder and for the stern planes, as well as the signal ejector, located on the port side. There is also a head, connected to #3 sanitary tank. On the starboard side, forward, is the pyro locker, used for the safe storage of flares and countermeasure devices, used in the signal ejector. 

The after torpedo room is the third compartment that provided berthing for the crew. As with the forward torpedo room, weapons department personnel could be assigned berthing here so as to be closer to their duty and battle stations. 

Courtesy of     the San Francisco Maritime National Park Association website.

Contact list:


These are your Base Officers. They are the people to contact if you have a question or a USSVI related problem. 

Base Commander:  John Sherman
Email: jsherma2@rochester.rr.com
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2897Orleans Road

Clifton Springs, NY 14432

Ph: 585 526-6962

Base Vice-Commander:
Donn Schubert

Email: DonnSchubert@yahoo.com
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88 15th avenue
North Tonawanda, NY 14120
Ph: 716 693-2875
Secretary: Bruce McCausland
Email: Bruce@McCausland.com
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194 Jewett Parkway

Buffalo, NY 14214

Ph: 716 835-8022

Treasurer: Neil Bellenger

Email: neil624b@rochester.rr.com
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One Morningside Park

Pittsford, NY 14534

Ph: 585 359-9985
COB:
Larry Fuchs

Email: carp338@verizon.net
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30 Batavia Drive

Williamsville, NY 14221

Ph: 716 634-7558

Cell 716 830-1054
Membership Chairman: John Trubee
Email: jatrubee@aol.com
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14 Boulder Creek Drive

Rush, NY 14543

Ph: 585 533-9341  cell 585 749-8931

Storekeeper/Newsletter Editor:

Fred (Fritz) Marazita Jr.
Email: canisx4@verizon.net
Or    canisx3@msn.com 
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56 Rumbold Ave.
North Tonawanda, NY 14120

Ph: 716 695-6052
Co-Chaplins:

Buffalo Area:
Pete Spira

Email: peter.spira@ubs.com
171 Cleveland Drive

Buffalo, NY 14222

Ph: 716 884-5693

Rochester Area:
Mike Allen

Email: sildolp@frontiernet.net
18 State Street

Mt. Morris, NY 14510

Ph: 585 658-9179
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